USEFUL INFORMATION
Liepāja Marine College (Liepājas Jūrniecības koledža):
Please find our information brochure here: http://ljk.lv/erasmus-eng/liepaja-marine-collage-information-brochure-look-here
[bookmark: _GoBack]ABOUT LIEPAJA
Liepāja is the 3rd largest city in Latvia and 10th largest one in the Baltic States. Approximately 72 000 people have chosen it as their home place.
The city is located on a stretch of land between the Baltic Sea and the Liepāja Lake, which are connected by the Trade Canal.
The oldest electric tram line in the Baltic States’ territory curves through the city’s residential neighborhoods from north to south. It is also worth mentioning that this nature-friendly type of public transportation in Latvia is only available in Liepāja and two other cities.
The sea with its widest sandy beach in the country, strolling, beautiful scenery and colorful sunsets – these are just a few of many magnets that attract locals, neighbors and guests from more distant lands located in Europe and around the world.
Liepāja is a destination city with high tourism added value. It provides high quality tourism services to diverse groups of travelers with different interests and needs, including people with special needs. In 2013 Liepāja won an international “EDEN” contest in the category of “accessible tourism” or tourism for people with disabilities, and was named the European Destination of Excellence in Latvia.
Liepāja also has rich cultural, artistic and sports traditions. Summers in Liepāja are usually filled with various events and festivals – starting from the massive “Summer Sound” beach party to the festival of speed “Rally Kurzeme”, when tens of thousands of guests are gathering in the city.
During the less sunny months of the year Liepāja’s vibrant cultural life does not stop brimming with life, because travelers and visitors can attend various exhibits, expositions, concerts and other creative activities. The true pearls of art are the internationally recognized performances of Liepāja Theatre and Liepāja Symphony orchestra. Magnificent and splendid interiors of centuries-old Liepāja’s churches and cathedrals are stunning to everyone who enters these colossal buildings. And the warm and cozy atmosphere in the local cafes and restaurants is capable to replenish the inner spirits of even the most tired of travelers.
In the city of Liepāja, the dream of a grand concert hall of its own has been alive for almost a century. Already at the end of the 19th century, in 1896, the City Council made a decision to start saving money for the construction of its concert hall. In 2015, this dream has finally been realized – the „Great Amber” has been built to become a regional centre of culture and events, as well as home to the Liepāja Symphony orchestra, Emils Melngailis Liepaja Music Secondary School and to the concert hall’s manager and creator of the programme - „Lielais Dzintars”, Ltd. 
The concert hall „Great Amber” comprises eight stories of 14’126 m². It has three concert halls – the Great Hall with 1010 seats, the Chamber Hall with 200 seats and the Experimental Stage with 150 seats, in addition to public events spaces Civita Nova, a coffee shop and a restaurant. 
The city’s educational community is represented within each of its levels, starting from nurseries and pre-schools up to strong vocational training and regional universities. Recent years have been marked with unprecedented municipal investments in the development of education and its quality, thus achieving a regional competitiveness level of Liepāja’s educational establishments.
Liepāja is one of the most industrialized Latvian cities with a well established infrastructure. Historically the most developed industrial spheres here are metalworking, textile industry, production of construction materials, food processing, shipbuilding, cargo transportation and handling and other sectors.
Major tasks ahead include the re-establishment of spa and health tourism industry in Liepāja. Vigorous efforts are taken in order to reinstate Liepāja’s status as a popular spa resort city.
TRANSPORT
LIEPAJA CITY TRANSPORT
Liepaja is a relatively small city, but it also has a city transport system. There is one tram line and bus system.
Information on routes and schedules can be found here: http://www.liepajastransports.lv/en
One-ride ticket cots 0,8 EUR. Passengers have to register the ticket each time when getting I the bus.
INTERCITY TRANSPORTATION
When travelling around Latvia, most of the towns and cities are easily accessible by regional transportation systems – trains (from Riga) or buses.
The major towns closest to LIEPAJA — Saldus, Ventspils, Kuldīga, also Klaipeda in Lithuania.  Easily accessible by bus. Bus tickets can be bought at Liepājas Autoosta (Liepaja Bussstation) or on the internet, or from the driver on a bus shortly before departure.
Information on intercity bus and train timetables and prices: www.1188.lv
USEFUL WEBSITES
City website (also in English): http://varti.liepaja.lv/ ; http://liepaja.travel/en/home/	
Tourism in Latvia: http://www.latvia.travel/en
Liepaja Marine College website: www.ljk.lv
SECURITY ISSUES
ON STREETS
In any public area, one should always be alert. There are accidents targeting foreigners - bag snatching, pickpocketing and petty theft. Airports, train stations, overcrowded public transport and routes to major hotels and the Old Town are prime locations for pickpocketers. Therefore, wherever you are, be aware of your pockets and backpacks.
When in pubs and restaurants never leave your belongings unattended. Thus you will be able to avoid some unpleasant moments.
If possible, do not walk alone at night and do not make friends with unknown persons.
As the university’s dormitories are not situated in the centre of the city, one should pay attention to security issues within late hours. Try to avoid going home unaccompanied at late evening and night.
DRIVING A CAR
Don’t forget to use safety belts while seated in a car
Latvian law requires drivers to use their headlights at all times, including during the day.
Drink driving is considered to be a very serious offence. Penalties for driving over the blood alcohol limit (0.5) include a heavy fine and jail sentence
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
In case something happens to you please inform your embassy/consulate and International Relations Department.
EMERGENCY CALLS
In any emergency situation you should call the free number 112,  as this is the contact number for the emergency services. This number can be used to contact police, fire brigade, ambulance, and gas emergency services. Operators can take calls in Latvian, Russian, English, and German.
Firefighters: 112
Police: 110, 112 
Ambulance: 113, 112 
Gas leakage: 114, 112
Liepaja Marine College dormitory rules:
Drinking of alcohol and smoking is strictly prohibited in the LMC dormitory! 
Also the dormitory is closed from 22:00-6:00 – students have to arrange with security staff separatly informing in case they wish to stay outside longer and come back to the dosmitory later at night. Security staff will register the information.
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HEALTH
All International students must have a life and health insurance:
1) For EU citizen - at least European Health Insurance Card (EHIC)
2) For non EU citizens – life and health insurance policy which is valid in Latvia and in all Schengen countries and which ensures at least the following health care services:
emergency medical assistance costs;
treatment costs of growing chronic illness;
transport costs to the closest medical facility providing the Services mentioned above;
transportation costs to return the patient to his/her home country in the case of a serious illness or death.
Emergency call: 112 a toll-free number. The operator will connect you with the necessary emergency service.
Pharmacies in Latvia are called „Aptieka”.
Liepaja Regional Hospital address: Slimnīcas iela 25, Liepāja, LV-3414
SHOPPING
Daily necessities like food and some services are still relatively inexpensive by Western standards.
The majority of shops are open from 9-10 a.m. till 6-7 p.m. on weekdays and till 5 p.m. on Saturdays (shopping malls mainly work 10 a.m.-9 p.m.). The majority of shops are closed on Sundays, except the shopping malls and some small food stores. Recommendable are the popular market places where you can buy fresh products (vegetables, fruit, mushrooms, berries and dairy products, flowers) from the countryside. Liepaja has a city market as well called “Pētertirgus”, WEB: http://petertirgus.lv/jaunumi/. The address of the market is: Liepāja, Kuršu 11
Cheapest/ most popular food supermarkets: Maxima, Rimi, Elvi, Top, Mego
International students should bear in mind that, if they wish to travel, buy fresh fruit and vegetables, make frequent telephone calls, and lead an active social life, they should expect to spend about EUR 400-600 monthly.
If you want to buy something to remind you of your stay in Latvia, most likely it will be local handicrafts, works of art or sweets. Latvia is famous for its chocolate, manufactured by the oldest Latvian enterprise ‘’Laima’’ or chocolates truffles by “Pūre”, as well as for ceramics and amber. The symbol of Liepaja is amber. Beautiful souvenirs with Liepaja graphics (hats, t-shirts, mugs etc.) can be bought at Liepaja City Tourism Centre: http://liepaja.travel/lv/suveniri/liepajas-suveniri/ (address: http://liepaja.travel/lv/suveniri/liepajas-suveniri/)
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